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God created all things. Everything has its spirit, its nature, its life, its matter.

Man, grass, tree, wind, rain--everything lives, transforms, and circulates between heaven and
earth according to the Way that naturally belongs to it. Only those among humans who possess
profound wisdom are able to realize that everything under heaven possesses its own nature and its
own function. Those of limited insight take themselves as the measure of the world. and boast
that "their abilities surely can excel those of Heaven." This is the rationale of controlling material
things, but these people know nothing of the provenance of true wisdom. Caught in the fixed
order of Heaven and Earth, how can man remove himself from the confines of the universe's great
motions of producing, transforming, limiting, and conditioning. Immeasurably, wind and clouds
move in the sky, and human life is subject to the vicissitudes of good and bad fortune. Once
impermanence (i.e. death) arrives, it is too late for remorse.

Nowadays, science and philosophy are making strong progress, humanity’s material powers
are developing more and more. These are all products of human intelligence--but where does this
intelligence come from? Existence arose from non-existence, form arose from existence.
realization arose from form, all this eventually making the manifestation of material powers to
this utmost degree possible. -

But God is afraid that nowadays humans suffer from the misunderstanding that pursuing
material power is the purpose of life, forgetting that their own bodies are made up of matter,
Since intelligence and insight also appear within the body, he who wants to understand his own
self must consider that one cannot posit wisdom and insight, mind and spirit, memory and
understanding outside of the material body.

Therefore God. in his compassionate love for all living beings, has sent the founders of the
great religions down to earth, equipped with great wisdom and love, to introduce their teachings
everywhere, each doctrine following its own affinities. each pursuing the course of its own
causation. Their common aim is to make people in their humdrum everyday life realize spiritual
cultivation, and to give to those blinded by their material nature a chance to let their mind awaken,
so that after their maximum lifespan of one hundred vears, they can together ascend to Heaven,
Therefore the Tao-yiian was founded in the 1920s to save the believer's own soul by cultivation.
and the Global Red Swastika Society to extend compassion to all humanity.

By the 1980s, God saw that living beings still persisted in their old ways, and so he had no
choice but to allow the voices of ancient men of thousands and hundreds of years ago descend
into the world, so that those who have the necessary affinity could see their marvelousness. These
messages do not differentiate between nations or between races: word for word they are in
accordance with the Way, sentence for sentence they admonish to moral transformation, hoping
to awaken the confused minds of people in order to lead them to enlightenment by self-reflection.
Divine messages must be able to be translated; only then can they be understood. The so-called
"method language”, "spiritual language”, or "celestial language" ensures that nobody can use
ordinary language to express his own private ideas and pass them off as coming from the gods.
Those of selfish mind and selfish speech show to others what they themselves can understand.
they explain to others what they themselves can comprehend. But truly, they are deceiving
themselves and others. and, what is more, they are deceiving the immutable Great Way. When
they die, their bodies rot and their spirits disperse; only then do they realize the greatness of
Heaven and Earth and their own smallness—-but then it is to late to change anything.

Among the people of the world, there are not a few who are led into misunderstanding by their
own cleverness. They think they can comprehend my divine intentons by their own power and act
according to their own judgement. Therefore God in his great mercy commanded me to descend
into the world and by means of writing and painting to make spiritual reality visible so as to
stimulate true belief in peopie and make them gradually enter the gate of spiritual cultivation.
This also is an opportunity for all who have the affinity to be delivered from their suffering,
allowing living beings to live and prosper together, letting us hope that the world will become one



family, mutually supporting and loving. Then the image of Heaven will manifest itself in the
world.

This altar (and society) has been founded by order of the Most Holy One, with the utmost
effort of all disciples. The disciple does not try to impress the world with outer forms, but
takes sincerity as his basis, so as to fulfill his vows for his next life. He does not show off his own
selfish intentions and does not boast about his own abilities. He embraces complete sincerity,
cultivates himself, delivers his own spirit and thus sets an example for posterity. This is being
worthy of the mercy that was sent into the world by God. Today the Society counts already more
than forty years of existence. By means of the best and most precious paintings, it preserves a
record of sacred intentions and spiritual presence, hoping thus to arouse posterity and encourage
them to reflect on their own spiritual nature ever more profoundly.

13
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

The paintings collected in this volume were produced by a technique called spirit-painting
in the Society for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox School in Taipei (Taiwan,
Republic of China). Spirit-painting means that the painting is not produced by the human being
visibly wielding the brush, but by a supernatural agency for whom he serves as a medium. Thus.
spirit-painting is a form of mediumistic communication with the supernatural. It is a rare
variant of the in China more common spiritwriting; while there exist hundreds of spiritriting
groups in present-day Taiwan, the Society for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox School
is unique on the island in its practice of spirit-painting.

Mediumistic communication with the supernatural is not unknown in the West. We would
Just remind the reader of the rich Western spiritualist tradition which also used and is still using
writing utensils such as the planchette or the ouija board to record messages from spirits.
However, beneath these superficial similarities we find significant differences. Mediumistic
communication in China is a phenomenon of much greater religious import than its spiritualist
Western counterpart, The spiritual beings communicated with in this manner are the Chinese
gods, deeply moral beings interested in human welfare and salvation. Mediumistic revelation
here has become a vehicle for the transmission of religious teachings, and large-scale religious
organizations are focusing their ritual activities upon it.

One such religious organization is the "Sanctuary of the Tao" (Tao-viian), which was
formally established in 1921 in the province of Shantung. While it was prohibited in
Communist China after the revolution of 1949, the Tao-yiian continues to operate today
in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan, and among overseas Chinese. The Society for Calligraphy and
Painting was formed in the 1950s by a group of Tao-yiian members in Taiwan. It sees its
mission in transmitting the teachings of the gods in the aesthetically pleasing form of painting,
and in helping ordinary people solve their personal problems. The latter objective is pursued
through various charitable activities on the one hand, and through mediating the gods' good
advice on the other hand.

The gods' advice is fransmitted in the form of paintings--spirit-paintings. Anybody can bring
his personal problems to the altar of the Society where he will receive a spirit-painting
containing an answer to his question. However, the interpretation of such a picture is not easy
and requires some skill. The interpreter utilizes both the symbolic meanings of the painted
objects and the accompanying short texts in constructing an interpretation meaningful to the
concerns of the questioner. The interpretation process is dealt with in greater depth in the
translated chapters. However, the Western reader unfamiliar with things Chinese is entitled to a
few preliminary clarif~ations without which the translated text, which after all was written in
the first place for a Chinese readership, may remain obscure in some places.

Symbolization in the Chinese tradition employs codes quite different from those used in the
West. There is a certain area of overlap in those symbolic meanings suggested by intrinsic
qualities of the symbolic object. Thus. both in China and in the West. the many seeds of the
pomegranate have made the fruit an apt symbol of fertility and numerous progeny. However,
many other symbols are less accessible to the Western observer, since their symbolic qualities
arc constructed by means of historical allusions, artistic conventions. puns, cosmological
categorizations (such as provided by numerology, the yin/yang dialectics, and the "Five
Phases”). and other discourses specific to Chinese culture. Thus, to return to our pomegranate,
it is not immediately comprehensible to the average Westerner why this fruit should be inter-
preted to stand for an admonition to hold on to one's present position and refrain from any great
changes. In this case the connection is made through homonymity: the Chinese name of the
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pomegranate, shih-Iiu, calls to mind another phrase, written with different characters, yet
pronounced exactly the same: shih-liu, "solidly remaining in one's place”.

Unfortunately, space does not permit to demonstrate, for the benefit of the Western reader,
the different paths symbolization may take with each object. In those cases where the symbolic
connection is not immediately evident even to the Chinese reader, the text supplies some
explanation, yet in most cases the Western reader will have to accept its jtatements at face
value. To the reader interested in seeking out for himself the sometimes arcane paths of Chinese
symbolism, Wolfram Eberhard's useful Dictionary of Chinese Symbols be recommended.

Finally, a few technical remarks on the translation: for the transliteration of Chinese terms
the Wade-Giles system is employed. The only exceptions are place-names for which other
spellings have taken firm root (e.g. Peking, Soochow). While the translation tries to remain as
true as possible to the Chinese original, in some places, for the sake of easy comprehension, a
paraphrase seemed more appropriate than a literal rendering. Also, to avoid confusion, the
English text consistently uses the secular names of persons mentioned, evern when the Chinese
text refers to them by their religious names.

The translator sincerely hopes that the present volume may afford the reader the double
pleasure of insight into a little known aspect of Chinese spirituality and the enjoyment of a

collection of beautiful works of art.

Philip Clart
Vancouver, B.C., Canada
December 1994
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INTRODUCTION

To communicate directly with the gods is a unique, ineffable experience for the ordinary
person. Such an experience usually can only be met with, it cannot be actively sought. The special
feature of Cheng-chung shu-hua she (The Society for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthedox
School) is that here one can converse directly with the gods and receive their direction.
instruction and solace. This is achieved through the interpretation of paintings and their written
commentaries in Tren-yii"celestial language”, produced by the gods through the services ot a
human medium. This method is unique in Taiwan.

The simple and austere rooms of the Society are Jocated on the second floor of No. 10, lane 21.
alley 283, 3rd section, Roosevelt Road. Above the centre of the altar hangs a calligraphic rende-
ring by the Chi-fo (Buddha Chi) of the character ching, "stillness”. Below it is written: "In
stillness one penetrates the mystery of Heaven and Earth, stillness and piety embody that swhich is
marvelous within man" and "Written by Tiexn" {"Tien" being the name by which the Buddha C/y
refers to himself when present at the altar). The verse couplets to both side of this calligraphy run
as follows: "Reaching to the mind of Heaven above, penetrating human intentions below." In
front of the calligraphy there is placed a large offering table, in front of which in tum there stands
a long rectagonal table on which the medium paints the pictures. Again in front of that we find a
continuously lighted bowl-shaped "ocean lamp" (Hai-feng) and an incense burner. Visitors to the
sacred hall on entering usually first pay their respects to the gods. For this there is no prescribed
rite, any observance is acceptable as long as it expresses a respectful intention.

MYSTERIOUS SPIRIT-PAINTING

First-time visitors to the Society are invariably surprised by the fact that the medium paints
with his left hand and writes characters sideways. Clearly the medium lends his left hand to the
deity present in the sanctum. Often he will produce several dozen pictures within just three to
four hours. Each picture takes only three to five minutes, and all pictures are quite different in
topic, conception, choice of colours, accompanying poem. and "celestial language” ('ien-vii).
Thus, the medium has no time at all to think and consider. This is a feat that no ordinary person
and not even famous master painters could perform.

Observing closely, we notice that as soon as the painter takes up the brush. he rapidly and
with a sure hand dips it successively into several different colours and then brings it down onto
the paper in one stroke. The result is always very close to the natural colours of the object
depicted, and its texture and shading. Painters of any school of Chinese painting would not dare
to lightly attempt such a technique.

Only when the painter has left the altar and acts in his normal simple and easy manner. do we
discover that he is right-handed after all. When he explains the pictures to the client. we get a
strong impression of his sensibility and spiritual powers: it seems that he understands the matter
on the questioner's mind even without being told. No matter what the client inquires about. when
the painting is explained to him, he can glean a satisfactory answer from its topic. its poem. and
its "celestial language”. The deities seem to know the problems of all the dozens of clients betore
they paint the picture. These phenomena are hard to understand and give one a feeling that "the
gods are close by".

SEANCE TIMES AND ATTENDANTS

At the moment the Society holds séances open to the public every weekday evening. providing
an opportunity for anybody to come and ask for an oracular painting. Because the Society is
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made up exclusively of laypersons and does not possess any resident priests or monks, during the
day the sacred hall is looked after only by two elderly gentlemen, retired from civil service, who
greet visitors coming to register for an oracle. The medium, Mr.Li Shih-p'ei is a physician at
various large hospitals, and all the other attendants also follow their own professions. When "the
altar is opened", i.e. when a seaance is held, they come to render their voluntary services at the
Society, looking afler the visitors who arrive to ask their questions. Among them are Ph.D. degree
holders and professors, businessmen and technicians. All who come to ask for a painting donate
NT$500. These donations are used by the Society for various charitable purposes.

PURPOSE OF THE PRESENT BOOK

The purpose of this book is on the one hand to introdice the Cheng-chumg shu-hua she and its
place in society, on the other hand to present in an orderly fashion the divine paintings produced
by the Society over more than forty years. lest these oeuvres full of religious significance fall into
oblivion, buried under cobwebs and dust. At the same time it is intended to be a beautiful
monument to the religious activities of present-day Chinese.

The mediums who wielded the brush were Li Shou-ch'i and and his son Li Shih-p'ei. They are
both physicians; they do not adhere to any school style of painting and have never studied under a
master. Neither are their skills sclf-taught. For their painting they rely completely on divine
guidance, and indeed, their paintings have a unique style with subtle messages hidden within. If
one only gives way to one's curiosity and takes a look, one is certainly in for a very special
experience. Every painting is replete with hidden messages admonishing humanity "to live in the
world without becoming worldly", calling upon them to awaken, to treasure life, to make good
use of one's time, to "speak good", "do good", and "pay attention only to good things”. and to
uphold the true principles of life in society: the Four Moral Bonds (propriety, righteousness,
integrity, modesty) and the Eight Virtues (filiality, loyalty, benevolence, love, trustworthiness,
righteousness, harmony. peacefulness). Therefore its every character is like a precious pearl,
every sentence like gold and jade. like a clean, clear current flowing through today's society. Thus
we have to emphasize again: "Spirit-painting can be observed with the eyes, but we hope that the
observer will relate to it with a sincere mind and draw from it a sentiment of compassion, thus
becoming aware of oneself and beginning to reflect upon the meaning of human life.”

SOURCES

The Society for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox School has direct and indirect
sources. It is indirectly derived from the two religious societies "Tao-yian" (hterally: "Sanctuary
of the Way") and Shi-chieh Hong-wan-tsu i (The Global Red Swastika Society). Its immediate
founders are Tao-piian members who came Lo Taiwan in 1949, namely Li Shou-ch'i (physician,
religious name: Ch'i-tz'u), Wang Chang-i(engineer, religious name: Shih-chih), Fan Ch't-p'ing
(employee of the Bureau for Agriculture and Forest of Taiwan Provincial Government, religious
name: Chiao-hsiian), Li Hsiao-huan (later colonel and arsenal director. religious name: Tzu-t'ao)
and others. The Society was formally registered with the government in 1972,

"Tao-yiian'" and "Global Red Swastika Society" are two names for basically the same religious
charitable organization. Tao-yiian represents its religious core, engaging in personal cultivation
and religious enquiry. Members undergo a process of spiritual cultivation on the basis of
meditation and scripture recitation designed to allow the practitioner eventually to return from the
secondary differentiation of the self into essence, material force, and spirit to primordial
spirituality. The Global Red Swastika Society is the attached charitable organization which

engages in all sorts of charities.
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THE ORIGINS OF THE TAO-YUAN

In 1916, the magistrate of Pin County in Shantung Province, Wu Fu-lin (religious name: Fu-
yiing), the military camp commander Liu Shao-chi (religious name: Fu-yiian), the county
administration employees Hung Shih-t'ao (religious name: Chieh-k'ung}), Chou Te-hsi (religious
name: Chi-chung), and others set up a spirit-writing altar in the "Shrine of the Great Immortal"
(Ta-hsien Tz'u) behind the building of the county administration. Here they gathered in their free
time to produce some uplifting texts by means of a planchette writing on a tray covered with sand.
These texts taught men how to order their lives within society and were full of compassionate
sentiment so that they did not fail to move peop’e. When the altar later moved to Tsinan, the
provincial capital, its activities increased daily. In 1920, the "Most Holy Venerable Patriarch of
Former Heaven" (Chih-Sheng Hsien-T'ien Lao-Tsu) taught them through the planchette the
"Meditation Method of Former Heaven" and gave them the text of the T'ai-i True Scripture of the
Northern Pole. At the time. 48 persons were present, among them believers of all five major
religions.

On 18 March 1921, in accordance with directions received through the planchette, the Tuo-
yiian was established in Tsinan, serving as a school for researching the Great Way, a basis from
which to deliver people from suffering and to awaken the world. In the Tao-yiian the highest deity
venerated was the "Most Holy Venerable Patriarch of Former Heaven", who created the universe.
but other gods such as the "Heavenly Venerated One, T'ai-i Who Saves from Suffering" (7ai-i
Chiu-k'v T'ien-tsun), the "0ld Man of the Southern Pole" (Nan-chi Lao-jen). the founders of the
Five Religions, the Lotus Sage {also known as the Bodhisativa Avalokitesvara or Kuan-shih-vin),
the Sage Fu (also known as Fu-yu Ti-chtian Lii Ch'un-vang, i.e. "Lit Ch'un-yang, the lmperial
Lord Who Confidently Assists [Humanity]"). the Buddha Chi, and the Perfected Man Shang also
often came down onto the altar to write messages. In personal cultivation, Tao-viian's tenets were:
"Cultivating oneself within, engaging in relief work without, to deliver all living beings".

In the years after the founding of the first Tao-yiian the Qld Patriarch wrote in various Tao-
yiian all over China one after another the following works by means of the planchette: Dharma
Words by Lord Tai-i on Release by Meditation (Tai-i tsa-shitt fa-ven), the Tai-i True Scripture of
the North Pole, the Scriptural Tradition of the Great Way (Ta-tfao chin-t'ung) and other scriptures
and writings. Other deities authored the Records of the Essence of the Way and Its Virtue (Tao-re
ching-hua [u), The Great Way's True Principles of Cultivation and Salvation (Fa-tao hsiu-tu
chen-ti), Qutline of the Way's Compassion { Tao-1z'u kang-vao), and all sorts of divine mantras.
Thus Tao-yiian's theological system and rituals were gradually formed. Tao-yiian members
believe firmly that these scriptures are precious canons instructing them how to cultivate their
material force, produce the elixir, and sublimate spiritual nature.

A Tao-yuan is subdivided into the Governing Court (t'ung-yiian). the Court for Meditation
{tso-yitan), the Altar Court (#‘an-yiian). the Scripture Court (ching-viicui), the Court of
Compassion (£ 'u-viian), the Court for Proclaiming the Way (Astian-viiarn), and the Room for
Sacrificing to the Spirits (tz'u-ling-shih). The Altar Court is the location where communication
with the spirits takes place. There exist several kinds of altars within altar courts: the Altar of the
Way (tao-t'an), the Altar for Conducting Affairs (shihi-t'an), the Altar for Prescriptions (fang-t'an),
the Altar for Spirit-Calligraphy and Painting (shu-frua-t'an), and others,

FOUNDING OF THE GLOBAL RED SWASTIKA SOCIETY
After 1923, China was in a situation of internal conflict between rival warlords. Not only
thousands of soldiers sacrificed their lives on the battlefield. but innumerable civilians also died

or lost their homes. In the face of this sad state of society, Tao-yiian members under divine
direction formed a charitable relief organization called "Global Red Swastika Society”. Its leader
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was Tu Ping-yin, a circuit intendant under the Ch'ing dynasty. After his death, Hsii Shih-kuang,
the younger brother of the then president of the Northern Government Hsii Shih-ch'ang,
succeeded to the office. Hsii Shih-kuang's successors were the former prime minister of the
Northern Government, Hsiting Hsi-ling, and the foreign minister in the Nationalist Government
before the Anti-Japanese War, Wang Cheng-t'ing.

As can be seen, the Global Red Swastika Society is a charitable relief organization led by the
Chinese gentry class. They organized "relief troops"” to bury corpses, clean up the battlefields, aid
refugees, and look after the wounded; in Shantung, Hopei, and various places in the Northeast
they set up schools and factories foi the poor, homes for the old, orphanages, all in order to
previde long term care for the poor. thus realizing the advice of the philosopher Mencius to "treat
with the reverence due to age the clders in your own family, so that the elders in the families of
others shall be similarly treated, and to treat with the kindness due to youth the young in your
own family. so that the young in the families shall be similarly treated". Not even the materialist
Chinese communists dared to deny this charity and relief work. Even though in 1950, after they
had consolidated their power, they dissolved the Tao-yiian and the Global Red Swastika Society
and prohibited any further activities, they retained the Red Swastika Society's charity and relief
structure and renamed it "Institution for Social Welfare". In an introductory publication printed a
few years ago. this institution still acknowledges the Global Red Swastika Society as its
predecessor.

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY FOR CALLIGRAPHY AND PAINTING

When after the loss of the mainland the Nationalist Government moved to Taiwan. a few Tao-
ytian and Red Swastika Society members, who had also had come here, got together, and under
the leadership of the later first Superintendent of the Taiwan Tao-yiian, Wang Ch'lian-chiang. set
up a Tao-yiian on Chung-shan North Road in Taipei. With the support of the former Taipei mayor
Yu Mi-chien, they bought in 1953 a plot of land in An-tung Street (later renamed Fu-hsing South
Road) and constructed a building there. The Tao-yian is today still located at this address. This
was the beginning of the Taiwan Tao-viian. At the same time, Tao-viian members in the cities of

Taichung, Chiayi, Tainan. and Kaohsiung also set up local Tao-vians and Red Swastika Societies.

THE FOUNDING PERIOD AND THE TEN PRINCIPAL DISCIPLES

Shortly before the Mid-Autumn Festival 1949, Li Shou-ch'i (religious name: Ch'i-tz'u) moved
with his family to Taiwan. His father had been medium at the spirit-painting altar of the Chung-
king Tao-yiian in Szechuan province. and a judge at a local court of justice. Under the influence
of his father, Li Shou-ch'i had studied the Former Heaven Method of Meditation when he was 18
years old. With 32 years he attained spiritual perspicacity.

After he came to Taiwan. he practised spirit-writing and spirit-painting in his free time.
Among those who at that time often gathered to debate the Way with him and to assist him in
spirit-painting were Wang Chung-i (religious name: Shih-chih), Fan Ch'i-p'ing (religious name:
Chiao-hsiian), and others. In 1953 Li Shou-ch'i retired from his position as an army doctor with a
tank unit and sct up a clinic at No.35, Alley 43, Third Section, Ho-p'ing East Road, near the
comer of Wo-lung Street. During the day he pursued his profession, in the evening he practised
spirit-painting, healing people's spiritual emptiness and suffering. At the time his altar was called
Cheng-chung shu-hua-t'an ( theAltar for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox School). The
Ten Principal Disciples who were the first to participate were: Li Shou-ch'i, Wang Chung-i, Fan
Ch'i-p'ing, Yu Mi-chien. Wei Fa-hsin. Chang Fa-lin, Li-Yu vii-hua, Wang T'ien-ting, Chang
Yiian-se, and Ts'ui Hsin-lin. These shouldered the responsibility for proclaiming the Great Way
of the Venerable Patriarch.
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In the end of 1952, the arsenal director Lii Hsiao-huan (religious name: Tzu-t'ao) came to
Taipei to attend a conference. He was told about the Altar and came to visit it in the evening. The
planchette text that night revealed a poem Lii had received on the fifteenth of the first lunar
month of that year at the Shrine of the Great Immortal at Kuan-tsu-ling, and also talked of LU's
activities in 1932 at the Altar of the Gathered Immortals (Fui-hsien T'an) which belonged to the
Charitable Society for Universal Salvation (P'u-chi Tz'w-shan-she), near An-ting Gate in
Peking. Lii was greatly impressed by this proof of the divine nature of the planchette. When in
1957 he was appointed to the Taipei Arsenals Bureau, he came every evening to assist at the
planchette altar and became a member of the Taipei Tao-yiian and Red Swastika Society.

The leader of the Taipei Tao-yiian and Red Swastika Society during the 1950s was the former
mayor of Taipei City, Yu Mi-chien (religious name: Tu-hui). He often, once or twice every month,
invited Li Shou-ch'i to come to hold spirit-painting séances in his house, asking over a few close
friends to observe and ask questions. In this way, Li Shou-ch'i got to know National Assembly
representatives, Legislative Yiian members, and important Kuomintang cadres. At that time,
Wang T'ien-ting (religious name: Tzu-chieh), who lived in Ta-tao-ch'eng, entered the circle as an
interpreter of the paintings. Lii Hsiao-huan and Wang Chung-i assisted in spreading and removing
the paper, and mixing the colours. Together they formed a well-coordinated work group. Thus, at
this point the core structure of the Altar for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox School was
established.

In the first few years, seances were held only occasionally and at different places, the team
moving about with Li Shou-ch'i shouldering a bag with brushes and ink. Lii Hsiao-huan carrying
a large roll of paper, and Wang Chung-i taking the colour pots. Most often they went to Yu Mi-
chien's house, but they also frequently visited the residence of licutenant-general Chang Pang-
chieh (religious name: Hui-p'ing). From time to time they he!d sé'ances at the "Lay Buddhists'
Grove" (Chii-shih-lin) on Ch'ang-ch'un Road, at the "Study Society of Perfection and Mystery”
(Yiian-hstian Hstieh-she) beside C'ang-ch’un Elementary School, and at the "Ch'an Court of Vast
Transformation" (Hung-hua Ch'an-yiian) in Chungho. Usually, however, seances were held in the
rooms behind Li Shou-ch'i's clinic. A thick plywood board laid across two tables was all they had
for a spirit-painting altar. Li Shou-ch'i had never studied painting. but relied exclusively on his
spiritual communication with Patriarch Lii.

From 1958, séances were held only at night or on Sundays, becauseLu Hsiao-huan was busy
with his official duties and Wang Chung-i was teaching at Nan-shan Commercial and Technical
School. During that year, they held altogether 21 séances, to which 213 people came asking for
paintings. The total sum of money donated was NT$11.430. At the time. this was no small sum.
Li Shou-ch'i donated this money to the Bureau of Social Affairs of the Taipei city government, to
be used for winter relief, thus continuing the tradition of social charity and relief established by
the Red Swastika Society on the Mainland. .

After the Altar had formally opened, the number of visitors coming to ask questions gradually
rose, reaching a first peak in 1968 with a total of 1,101. That year had special significance in the
history of the Altar. In every year since the Nationalist government had moved to Taiwan, a
"winter relief” campaign was held. These were directed by the Bureaus of Social Affairs of the
municipal and county governments, but the expenses were covered by local temples and
companies. In 1968, the head of the Bureau of Social Affairs of the Taipei city government was
P'eng Te, who had had some contact with the Altar for Calligraphy and Painting.

For this reason, the Altar strongly supported the winter relief campaigns conducted by the
Bureau of Social Affairs all through P'eng Te's tenure as head of this department. In 1968, the
income from calligraphy and painting had been NTS$ 39.755: to this were added voluntary
contributions by many people, so that in the end NT$ 200.000 were donated. In that year, the
Taipei city government received donations from various private bodies to the total of NT$
1.100.000. Because the Altar had contributed the biggest single donation, it received an honorary
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calligraphic scroll from the president of the Executive Yiian, Yen Chia-kan, which today is still
hanging in the Society's present location and runs as follows: "Demonstrating righteousness and
acting courageously”.

THE FIRST SPIRIT-PAINTING EXHIBITION

In January of 1969, Li Shou-ch'i was invited to hold an exhibition at Sun Yat-sen Hall in
Taipef, where he also painted on the spot in front of the visitors. The accompanying charity sale
brought in a total of NT$ 200.000 which were donated to the winter relief campaign of the Taipei
city government. For this exhibition, a group of respected retired party and government officials
and National Assembly representatives wrote the following commendatory address:

"Aspiring to the Way and relying on virtue, this is the essence of the Confucian teaching.
Following benevolence andtaking pleasure in the arts, this is what the Confucian takes as his
model. All the more valuable is engaging in relief work and letting the old and the young have
their due. Mr. Li Shou-ch'i of the Altar for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox School
has been taught calligraphy and painting by the gods. Each of his works is without exception
completed in a few moments, yet their excellence and subtleness are immeasurable. Truly
these pictures belong to the orthodox school of Chinese painting, they are divine works in the
realm of the arts. Last year the more than NT$ 100.000 earned through these paintings were
completely spent on relief efforts. Now the Altar has arranged a special exhibition in support
of the Taipei city government's winter relicf campaign. The earnings from the sale of several
dozen pictures will in their entirety be handed over to the city government for use in this
campaign. The exhibition will be held for four days, from January 13 to 16, in the Sun Yat-
sen Hall. We hope that high-minded persons and those interested in fine arts will contribute
generously in order to help the poor and needy. At the same time they will get to contemplate
divine works--this truly is getting double results for a single effort. We wrote this
introductory note to assist in recommending this exhibition.

Signed by: Sun K'o, Lu Tang-p'ing, Huang Kuo-shu, Hsich
Kuan-sheng, Hsieh Ying-chou, Li Szu-ts'ung, Liang Han-ts'ao,
Ma Shou-hua, P'eng Mu-chien, Wang Yung-t'ac, Huang T'ung,
Fu Yiin, Huang Yii -ming, Chu Yu-heng, Hsiao TZ'u-yin,

Teng Lung-kuang, Ho I-wu, Wei Yung-ch'i, Teng Hui-fang.

10 January 1969

The charitable activities of the Altar in that period were a continuation of those conducted before
by the Red Swastika Society on the mainland. The difference is that while the Red Swastika
Society relied for its funds on donations by the local gentry, the Altar obtained most of its funds
through donations by the general public made in return for oracular spirit paintings, NT$ 50 per
picture; a small part was added by other donations. Since the Altar was not backed up by rich
local gentry, it had no choice but to adopt this procedure.

FORMAL REGISTRATION

In July 1971, Lit Hsiao-huan, Li Shou-ch'i, Wang Chung-i, Wang T'ien-ting and others
discussed the question of how best to disseminate the Great Way of the Most Holy Venerable
Patriarch of Former Heaven. They decided to register their group formally with the government.
Lii Hsiao-huan took responsibility for the application procedure, drew up a constitution for the
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Society in 25 articles, and went to solicit the support of influential friends. Those eventually

supporting the application were:

1. Liu Chi—rying (Pao-ting Military School, Eighth Session, formerly corps commander and
depwuy general commander of the Unified Service Corps)

. Chang Tse-min (formerly commander of the 12th Army Corps and Chief Military Aide in the
Presidential Office)

. Wang Hua-hsing (Mongolian prince, cavalry commander)

. Wang Chung-i (engineer, teacher at Nan-shan Commercial and Technical School)

. Ch'iu Chao-hsiang (engineer)

. Li Heng-te (colonel-secretary, after retirement pastor and director of theological college)

. Wang T'ien-ts'ai (factory directory of the Tatung Co.)

. Wang Hsin-fa (director of the Second Credit Cooperative)

. Yang Kuai (company manager)

0. Hung Hsiieh-hsia (company manager)

1. Yen Hsien-yiin (company manager)

2. Chao Ch'i-fan (section chief in the Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs Commission of the
executive Yian)

13, Li Shou-ch'i (physician. retired army doctor with the rank of lieutenant-colonel)

14. Lii Hsiao-huan (arsenal director)

15. Wang T'ien-ting (company manager)

Having prepared the necessary documents, Lii Hsiao-huan submitted applications separatly to
the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Education, and the Taipei city government. The
response was very disheartening: each department replied that as this was a scientific age, one
should not promote superstition, and therefore registration was rejected. Thereupon Lii Hsiao-
huan sought the advice of the head of the Bureau of Social Affairs of the Taipei city government.
P'eng Te. Simultaneously. Ch'iu Chao-hsiang, Wang Chung-i and others explained the matter to
employees of the Bureaus of Civil Affairs, Education, and Social Affairs of the Taipei city
government. As a result, an internal conference of the city government 'was called, where all
participants agreed that the aims of the Altar for Calligraphy and Painting were in accordance.
with the spirit of "social education”, and that the group should be allowed to register. Upon which
another application under the name of "Altar for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox
School” was lodged with the Bureau of Education. However, approval was obtained only after
was changed to "Society for Calligraphy and Painting of the Orthodox School, juridicai person”.
After producing the rent contract signed with Wang T'ien-ting and proof of bank deposits, the
Society was at last registered with the Bureau of Education of the Taipei city government on June
10, 1972. Subsequently it was also registered with the Taipei local court of justice as a juridical
person.

From then on, under its new name, the Society. in accordance with dircctions given by the
Buddha Chi, held séances at two different locations: on the fifteenth and twenty-third of each
lunar month in the quarters of Wang T'ien-ting on the third floor of 88 Hsi- ning North Road in
Taipei, which was named as its official address in the registration, and on the first and eighth in
the residence of Li Shou-ch'i (No.6. Lane 4, Alley 83, Chung-hua Road) in Hsintien.

An accounting group was established and a book was put at the disposal of visitors to record
their names and the amount of their donation. Li Shou-ch'i acted as medium, Wang Chung-i
mixed the colours, Wang T'ien-ting interpreted the paintings, Wang Hsin-fa managed registration
and donations, and Lii Hsiao-huan led the rituals, explained messages from the gods, and handed
the paper.
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YIN FU-SHENG DONATES THE PERMANENT QUARTERS OF THE SOCIETY
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On the eight day of the first lunar month in the year 1975 a message from the Buddha Chi was
received, stating that "in the seventh month of this year {the Society] will have a house". At
the time everybody was surprise. On the fifteenth day of the sixth month, the Tao-yrian member
Ts'ui Hsin-lin accompanied Yin Fu-sheng to the Society for the latter to ask questions concer-
ning his problems. On this day the Buddha C/i/ wrote a message of more than forty pages and told
Lii Hsiao-huan to explain it to Yin Fu-sheng. Following the contents of the message, Lii said to
Yin, "Your trouble is already resolved. When tomarrow you go to the place that you were
planning to go to, the person you meet will respond.” Yin Fu-sheng had come to the Society
because his company had run into serious difficulties. His family had been Christian for
generations and so he was very sceptic of this answer. In the afternoon of the next day, he called
Lii Hsiao-huan to tell him that his problems really had resolved themselves as smoothly as the
Buddha C/i had foretold. Having gone through this experience, Yin Fu-sheng subsequently took
part in the Society's activities. Noticing that the Society did not have any fixed quartcrs of its own,
he donated his house in Wen-chou Street for this purpose. Lo Miao-lien donated NTS 100.000 to
be used for refurbishing the place. In the beginning of the seventh month the Society officially
started using its new quarters. The Society's personnel at the time were: Chang Tzu-chen, who
looked after official business, Tseng Yu-tien, Hsii Chiao-k'uang, Hu Te-ku, T'ang Hsiin-min and
others who managed the internal affairs of the Society, Li Shou-ch'i who acted as medium, Lii
Hsiao-huan who led the rituals, and Wang T'ien-ting who interpreted the paintings.

ESTABLISHING THE RITUALS

For the new quarters the Buddha Ch/ wrote a big calligraphic ching character ("stillness™)
wth the verse "In stillness one penetrates the mystery of Heaven and Earth, stillness and piety
¥mbody that which is marvelous within man" written below it. On both sides of it, a couplet was
hung: "Reaching to the mind of Heaven above, penetrating human intentions below.” Another
couplet ran as follows: "Travelling back and forth from the marvelous mountain at will, following
one's affinity saving the world and thus expressing what one has vowed". The following ritual se-
quence for "opening the altar” was bestowed by the Sage Fu (Lii Ch'un-vang):

Standing upright, bowing deep, kneeling, one kowtow:

Offering incense six times, presenting the memorial, raising, it reverently:

Presenting the water (a cup of clear water) and grain (two cups of rice), presenting the

acrificial goblet (six cups of sorghum wine), presenting the fruits (five plates of fruits):

Reverently chanting the holy name "Most Holy Venerable Patriarch of Former Heaven" 108

times;

Reverently chanting the Mantra for Transforming Disasters "yiin-t'ien-to-p'o-yeh-ta-to" 18

times;

Reverently chanting the Mantra for Transforming Cruelty "hong-p'o-lo-so-mo-p'i-lu-hu-lu-hu-

fu-hu-li" 18 times;

Reverently chanting the Mantra for Avoiding Causation "hsien-t ten-ong-la-hsi-ching-ni" 18

times:

Reverently chanting the Purifying Mantra "hsien-t'ien-to- p'o-yeh" 18 times;

Nine kowtows, rising, bowing deep;

Worshipping the Buddha Chi;

Standing upright, bowing deep with the hands folded in front of one's chest, kneeling, one

kowtow;

Offering incense five times, presenting a memorial, raising it reverently;

Reverently chanting the holy name "Revered Shining and Open- Hearted Buddha" one

hundred times.

Five kowtows. rising, deep bow, conclusion of ritual.
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At the same time it was determined that sé'ances were to be held every new, full, and half
moon. With this, the rites of the Society were completely established.

After the Society had moved into its new, fixed quarters, the number of visitors increased
gradually. The greatest number ever came on the twenty-third day of the seventh month in the
year 1986--in all 145 people asking for oracular paintings to answer their questions. That night
spirit-painting was carried on. with only a short break, from 8 p.m. to 3 a.m. Each painting on
average took 90 seconds to complete--not an easy feat for the more than 70 year old medium.

SUCCESSION OF PICTURE INTERPRETERS

From the Society's inception in 1952, the interpretation of the paintings was carried out by
Wang T'ien-ting. Wang had originally engaged in Taoist cultivation in which he was instructed by
a master, and he had also studied geomancy and physiognomy. In April 1988 his duties were
taken over by Mrs. Lo Miao-lien, whose strength were fate calculation by astrology and the rzu-
wei fou-shu method. Her successor in 1989 was Li Shih-p'ei. His method uses yin and vang and
the five phases present in the paintings, as well as the eight trigrams of the Book of Changes, plus
his own ability of spiritual perception. On April 15, 1990, the medium Li Shou-ch'i, because of
his advanced age (he was 84), moved to the United States. The gods appointed Li Shih-p'ei as
his successor. The task of interpretation was assumed by Yang Shu-te (religious name: Tzu-t'iao).
Since the end of 1993, this duty is being shared by Hsieh Hua-kuang, Sun Te-lii, Wu Neng-jo,
Hsiao Ching-wu, Hu Te-ku, Sun Hsiin-fen, and Huang Tzu-chiang, as well as Li Shih-pei.

MIRACULOUS EVENTS

During these many vears. some unusual events took place that are worth recording. For
example. on December 16, 1978, the American president Carter announced the establishment of
diplomatic ties with Communist China. abandoning formal relations with the Republic of China.
To the séance on the 17th. 95 people came and asked full of worry: "Whai will become of
Taiwan?" Whereupon the Sage Kuan descended. and., having ordered the preparation of a large
sheet of paper such as is used for announcements. wrote. "The straight encrgy is vast”. signing it
"Written by }i". The Sage }ieh also wrote a couplet. running "Repay the country with loyalty,
return to the rivers and mountains of my home", signing it " Yueh Fei'. Then the Buddha Chi
painted on a large sheet a picture of six "great bamboos whose tops reached to the heavens and
whose stems were firmly planted on the carth”; their leaves were blown into a horizontal position
by the wind. The accompanying lines ran as follows: "When the people are of one mind and are
united in absolute sincerity. why should they fear violent winds? Tien writes on the condition of
the present time." On secing these revelations, evervbody calmed down. These calligraphies and
paintings are still preserved in the Society today.

From 1971 Taiwan's economy became more and more affluent. so that really poor people
became fewer and fewer. Starting in this vear, the Taipei city government gave up the winter
relief campaigns and concentrated on other forms of relief work. Thereupon the Society ran one
winter relief campaign of its own, and supplemented it with the giving of scholarships to
university students.

THE SUCCESSION OF MEDIUMS
On the 15th day of the fourth month in the vear 1990, Li Shou-ch'i. while he was resting

during a séance. suddenly ordered Li Shih-p'ei to approach the altar, take up the brush. and paint.
In this simple manner. this great duty. which Li Shou-ch'i had fulfilled for 37 years, was handed
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over to Li Shih-p'ci. At the time. Li Shih-p'ei did not know what to do. However, under the
instruction of the gods and the command of his father, he had no choice but to clench his teeth.
approach the altar, take up the brush and paint. For a physician used to handling scalpell and
stethoscope. wielding the brush was a thing to be taken seriously. le started 1o practise with great
earnestness; on days when he did not see any patients, he \Jmuld practise from seven in the
morning to ten at night. The aim of this practising was to render the left arm relaxed and supple
so it could move casily following the nameless force of the deity. Throughout this training of
several years, Li Shih-p'el's painting underwent several stylistic changes: for a time he produced
traditional Chinese ink paintings, then sometimes he would engage in Western style oil paintings.
Quite avantgarde pop art also once made its appearance--a new chapter in the history of spirit-
painting.

THE APPEARANCE OF THE "CELESTIAL LANGUAGE"

Another big change that came about after [i Shih-p'ei had succeeded to the office of medium,
was the appearance of "rien-yi" (celestial language). In a revealed text received in 1983 there
was talk of a "celestial language"” that ought to be used in interpreting pictures. At the time
nobody knew what it was. In the last year of Li Shou-ch'i's mediumship another such message
appeared, but still nobedy understood it. After Li Shih-p'ei had started acting as medium. this
celestial language finally started (o appear frequently. At first there still was nobody who could
understand it. but then Hsich Hua-kuang, who is a former section head in the library of Taiwan
University and had reccived a Japanese education, thought it resembled ancient Japanese. He
proposed to buy the Japanese Daijirin dictionary to check the meaning of the characters. And
really, in that way they were able to discover extraordinary messages. The frapmented meanings
strung together made up intelligible revelatory messages. From then on, the interpretation method
used'in the Sociely became more rational and could be carried out by relatively many members of
the Society. This became an important characteristic of the Society.

THE SECOND SPIRIT PAINTING EXHIBITION

From July -7, 1993, the Society held its second exhibition in exhibition room no.7 of the Sun
Yat-sen Memorial Building in Taipei. It was visited by more than 3.000 people. making it the
most popular exhibition since the opening of the Memorial Building. Speeches were given by Yii
Ching-chii, Superintendent in the Bureau of Education. Hsien Ping-huang. board chairman of the
Chinese Study Society for Painting, and Kao Ch'ung-yiin, director of the Sun Yat-sen Memorial
Building, all praising the pictures as rare divine ocuvres. Li Shih-p'ei produced 300 paintings on
the spot, which were given as presents (o visitors.

The pictures painted by Li Shou-ch'i, especially the "Tacist paintings" produced by him alone
in the deep of the night. have a special significance and are rarities in the history of Chinese
painiing. The Taoist pictures produced by Li Shih-p'ei again show a different style. The present
volume gathers the best works of father and son, produced over a period of forty years with a
spiritual perspicacity derived from meditation and personal cultivation. Its purpose is not only to
introduce these divine paintings full of religious meaning. but also to introduce to the general
public the Great Way of the Most Holy Venerable Patriarch of Former Heaven for admonishing
and transforming humanity.
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Prit RiEREBBE

/.8 % : Om chi las, wu lu si da!
B CEHLEHNNT  RHEBEEWERE FEHEEANEE EE N -
2. # % . Hon lai, kan lu da,lo i da!
R KL THRE FHAR HEEENETEEE -
}.42 8 @ Daluimaya'Ho li wa!
EH B EATERE BERTEMBRER TREI FAELHEN T Y -
4. % [E : Hon do i siyo ku da si ya!
MR ENEE - M LATERE HEHEHC BOEA -
j.{&£ 4 : Mado sa,la ni yo ya!
WM AT E ANFEREAMES  LNRNTEENZFOREHERENA -
n.{5 & : Daluita wa kaj!
R CBAEETRY  EXERFEEA AFME-
7. %3 : Ha hai na chi na mi ya!
M YW ERTHAMENTERY - U MHRF LRI ER -
3.8%# :Siinigililiendagoisil!
RN CAHEFENAEVAYEMENZERNEE K ANEY HHFSEREE -
v & Kokomuigikammiii!
FERCLURHEOFTHNFTS AR AY  ERFPTINEE - e R EHAK
WHEERE  HUBE RKHRSE
Jo. @i - On mo na so mo so i da!
EBHCOBBFAN MEBELBAFRANEZH FERA-ZTE®R O -
Ji. 348 Okaida,i kaom sohala!
M ACHEAEZY FAF-FHBEAXHERE LETTER . —5—#
# % B B
J7. B & : Sinsite 1 wa,ho la mo 1 ka!
IR UVEREAZ RERNCEHE MEEH MR EREAHTHE—
M BEGL A GE -
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fo, b

RN

LR
I RMERETENBA  EHGTRATER TEAY ALEEHR -
5. f5 % o Siu li suma si da,si ya li!
*AE
’F.%ﬁjfj .
R
7.5

: So maiday.kaloi!
CRER-HITAET BEFER ERTARNK -

: Li sun chi ya ku wa!

CHETACHRE  BHALHEYE  BREEE KREM -
: Bu dan i yo wu!

RN AREERESA LT -

 Ti mas ko le wa!

DR REwE o MIIEEER -

© Wa tsu li ga la.ka ku 1i day!

X EEREAEE > Aok FEER -

: S st i ku i waso su!

TR FEETES  RAREA HBAERY -
. Si kon li,ka wa!

CEBEMRR - S EUE BRGNS

: Son man ho i wa,ya ma so su!

RO AHENEN MR ER (AT e M AL
: I chi ma su.0 sa 1 mmay de!

CHEPFRENEL  Ef-EYHNFEEE  BARLH -
;O iwa,dou la mas,sii!
CHHAEEwAH - FHE B EMAEE -

: Kon mei,sa wa su lu,wa la!

DR EATEAMNE  EEBWEEENT 4 ERERL - BHET

WO

Ma ka lo si.sa ku li ma!

TEHWSESTRT EPHMREGTHFE -
Hwun si.in It da may si!

SATBGHE  ERERBEHBEEAL A TEANBEMRT -

© Ma sa gu li go.sa en!

CHMEMBPERIEET R - FAGENTE > mES A
RENS -
AR
0B
A
N
E 3

Ka do ,si mo wa si da i!
FREBRIFR BHEIIH IR I AR MR REE -
Wu gi mo.ko da 1 gi!

EffiF iyl FRFE -

: A nana so ka,si sina .la gal

EREHERE RS BRHTHE ARAE -
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