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Abstract

Chapter One: This part introduces the present situation at
home and abroad and the importance and the feasibility of the re-
search in this subject. Collate and stipulate some important concep-
tions relevant to this subject.

Many Chinese and foreign scholars have done a deep research for
the relationship Between drama , poem, poem, painting, sculp-
ture, etc. and wizard culture. But they have neglected the relation-
ship of wizard culture and Chinese ancient novels which is a virgin
land that almost nobody had set foot in. Such a situation doesn’ t
match with the influence of the wizard culture on the ancient novels.
This thesis tries to fill in the gaps in this field and provides the study
and explanation to the ancient novels with a new viewpoint. It also
provides the witch culture researchers with some reference.

Chapter two: This chapter takes the depictions relevant to Chi-
nese ancient novels as the dominant factor to reveal the wizards of the
witch with some other materials.

It can be seen that wizard is the outcome left over by the family
or from some accidents. Wizard has a personality distinguished from

the orderly person. He is required to master some partiéular skills,



6 EXABE TP ASRAR

shch as dance, the ability to speak to ghost and to climb a mountain
of swords or plunge into a sea of flames etc. The status of wizard ex-
periences a debasement from nobility to humility as the separation of
sacrifice and politics, the awakening of the rational consciousness
and the shock of the development of religious.

Chapter three: This chapter discusses the influence of the wiz-
ardry thought on the creation thought in the ancient novelists.

The writers of the ancient novels may be wizard or someone else
who has close connection with wizard. wizardry is the important
content of the ancient novels. most novels in Han Shu, Yi Wen Zhi
are relevant to wizard. Therefore, we say the ancient novels origi-
nate from wizard.

There are similarities and differences between wizardry thoughts
and romantic thoughts. Wizardry thoughts promote the emergence
and development of the romanticart of the ancient novels.

The ancient novelists portray the characters as dragon,
phoenix, tiger, the sun, the moon, the stars, pine, and bamboo
etc. which have a typical inclination. It is left over by the ancient
totern cult and embodies the sympathetic magic. The image of the
army advisor in the ancient novels is very similar to wizard. Wiz-
ardry also influence the character’ s magic change in the myth.

The plots of the ancient novels, esp. of the myth come from or
permute by wizardry.

Chapter Four: This Chapter induces and analyzes the categories
of the ancient wizardry novels through thematology, prototype anal-
ysis and Frazer’s Wizardry Theory. There are two branches in the

categories. They are exorcising function of wizardry and ritual func-
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tion of wizardry. The former takes the exorcising as the central task
to represent the function of eliminating evil through spiritual object.
The latter takes the behavior function of wizard as the central task.
Generally they follow the imitation wizardry principle and Touch
principle.

Chapter Five: This Chapter explains the wizardry content of
the ancient novel.

The plant wizardry novels reflect the agriculture culture in the
ancient times. They are represented by mulberry and peach.

The animal wizard novels—which are represented by pig, ox,
dog etc. —reflect the ancients’ developing the animal husbandry.

The filth wizardry novels show the taboo on unpurity.

The common objects wizardry novels—represented by mirror
and seal—express the ancients power cult and the pursuit of truth.

The novels of controlling the natural phenomena express the
self-confidence and choiceless when facing the calamities.

The novels of controlling human emotion and behavior wizardry
embody the way of ancients’ understanding of the lives. Headless
wizardry reflect the misunderstanding of the Central Plains’ culture
on the foreign lands. These novels underline a unifying view, that
is, taking oneself as the central and extremely conceited in China
traditional culture consciousness. They also expose the selfclosure of
the small peasant culture to be dislike transferring the population to a
new place as well as assimilation to the foreign land and the unifying
idea. longevity wizardry novels reflect the hope to exceed the life and
death. Trans-disaster wizardry novels embody the human’ s intelli-
genge of survival and the dark side of benefit aneself at other people’s
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cost. The taboo on name embody the dilemma of the ancients to pro-
tect individual secrets and seek the truth. truth. The soul wizardry
novel reflect the human’ s common wish to like living and hate
death and to break down the resistance to communicate with ghost.
Wizard satisfied himself with the lurking lust for power through con-
trolling ghost and other’s soul. Novels of unsealing oneself, moving
magically and keeping off violence wizardry are dreams engendered
by human’s weakness and deficiency of ability. They also reflect the
wish to pursue after perfectness and surpass oneself to escape the
menace and meet one’s requirements.

From the craftsman phantom novels, we know that the ancient
Chinese pay much attention to their inhabitant enviroment. This in-
dicates the conflict and struggle between craftsmen and their cus-
tomer in a crisserossed, true and vivid way. The offence, defence
and counterattack ways they have taken are relevant to wizardry. It
is thus obvious that the wizardry’s influence has been deeply rooted
among the people at that time. The elimination wizardry to the
craftsman phantom wizardry is nothing but one of the numerous self-
protection set by the ancients in their lives.

Wizards of obtaining wealth by Qing Fu (a kind of ancient in-
sects), Feng shui (a geographic omen) and Wu Gu (a legendary
venomous insect) are both absurd and immoral and illegal. After re-
vealing the secrets of these novels, we can expose the subtle feelings
of some ancients, that is, their thirst for wealth , worship of wealth
and admiration for wealth. However they have no idea about how to
obtain wealth. and never think of getting rich by industrious labor.

They try in vain to realize their dream of wealth in secret and simple
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way. Meanwhile they discriminate against wealth and consider the
rich get their wealth by wizardry. And according to recent records,
wizardry is very popular in remote minority area. Many imaginary
and fake accounts exist. Therefore, wizardry indicates the alien-
ation and misunderstanding of the central plains to the outlying mi-
nority nationality.

The nuptial and emotional wizardry novels reflect the man-do-
main discourse under the feudal marital system and express the help-
less feelings toward the obliged marriage in feudal society.

Chapter Six: The sequential talks.

This chapter reveals the essence of wizardry culture and ex-
pounds the interactive relations between wizardry stories and folk
custom.

The essence of wizard culture is mainly embodied in these three
aspects, the wrong association and inference, the illusory combina-
tion of the heaven, the earth and human and the magical psychologi-
cal hint.

The source of some folk custom activities is often attached to
some wizardry story and some illusory discourses of fairytale so as to
turn into the relevant reality. One situation is that stories appear be-
fore folk custom. The fairytales legends and novels become the “re-
flections” of some folk custom. The oder situation is that the initial
stage of wizardry folk custom is no more than daily talks, once they
attach to certain accident, they become story naturally. Wizardry

novels become the tool of explaining the folk custom.
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