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A Study on the Relationship Between
Daoism and Yi Traditional Culture

In the progress of China’s long developing history, each
of the ethnic groups through hard work, wisdom, and cour-
age have made an indelible contribution to China's long histo-
ry and magnificent culture. China’s culture is the result of the
interaction between China's various ethnic cultures. The cul-
ture that has taken shape is the result of their mutual perme-
ation, influence, absorption, and harmonious blending. Dao-
ism blossomed in this cultural milieu.

In the early stage of Daoism, a native Chinese religion,
there was a frequent exchange of culture with the Di Qiang,
the ancestors of the Yi. The great influence of Daoism upon
Yi culture did not happen until after the Ming and Qing dy-
nasties. This paper will study the development of Daoism vis
—a—vis Yi culture in its early stage, namely its conflict,

mutual influence, absorption, and blending. Also it will
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study the resulting effects upon the Yi after the Ming and
Qing dynasties on their beliefs, customs, and arts. This
study is based on research done from Chinese historical re-
cords, the Daoist Canon, ancient Yi books, and fieldwork
studies on Yi religion.

Three discussions will develop this thesis:

First, I will discuss the the ancestors of the Yi, who
have a long history and who live in Southwest China. Before
the Qin and Han dynasties, the Yi ancestors, the Di Qiang,
lived in the Western part of Sichuan by the Yalong River,
and a region of Kunming. The Di Qiang, Gu Shu, Kun
Ming, Sou have the same ancestors.

Second, 1 will discuss the frequent exchange between
the Di Qiang and Daoism, in the early years of the Wudou
Midao sect of Daoism, which was founded by Zhang Daoling
by exploring the Wudou Midao sect’'s 1) conflict with the Di
Qiang and the reform of the Di Qiang’s practice of magic, 2)
absorption and reform of the Di Qiang’s god, 3) absorption
and reform of the diviner's incantations, and 4) absorption
and development of the Di Qiang’s use of the color black and
gourds.

Third, I will discuss the dissemination and development
of Daoism in Yi areas, especially Daoism’s development in
Wei Mountain. Several points of connection can be drawn be-

tween Yi culture and Daoism, which show the influence of
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Daoism on Yi government, religion, culture, and art. This
will be illustrated when Laozi enlightens Xinuluo, when the
ancient country of Nanzhao was established, the relationship
between the Daoist temple in Weibao Mountain and Yi cul-
ture, and the spread of the practice of singing of Daoist scrip-
tures in Yi areas.

I believe this study of the mutual influence of Daoism
and Yi culture at various periods is not only beneficial for the
understanding of Daoism, but also will deepen the overall

understanding of traditional Yi culture.

Keywords: Daoism Yi Traditional Culture
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