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Narrtive motifs sometimes consist of very simple concepts which
continually find their place in traditional tales. These may be unusual
creatures like fairies, witches, dragons, ogres, cruel stepmothers,
talking animals, or the like. They may consist of marvelous worlds
or of lands in which magic is always powerful , of all kinds of magic
objects and unusual physical phenomena. A motif may also be
essentially a short and simple story in itself , an occurrence that is
sufficiently striking or amusing to appeal to an audience of listeners.
While the term motif is used very loosely to include any of the
elements going into a traditional tale, it must be remembered that

in order to become a real part of tradition an element must have
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42.

43,
44,

something about it that will make people remember and repeat
it. It must be more than commonplace. A mother as such is not a
motif. A cruel mother becomes one because she is at least thought
to be unusual. The ordinary processes of life are not motifs. To say
that “John dressed and walked to town” is not to give a single
motif worth remembering; but to say that the hero put on his cap of
invisibility, mounted his magic carpet, and went to the land east of the
sun and west of the moon is to include at least four motifs-the cap, the
carpet, the magic air journey, and the marvelous land. Each of these
motifs lives on because it has been found satisfying by generations of
tale-tellers.

---Stith Thompson
Maria Leach “Dictionary of folklore mythology and legend” . New
York: Funk& Wagnalls Company, p753
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A scholar, Chung K’ uei /& by name, having been admitted as
first academician at the metropolitan examination, presented himself
according to custom to the Emperor to receive the rose of gold
bestowed on the successful candidate. He was, however, of such
repulsive mien that the Emperor refused the reward, and Chung
K'ueiffifif ([ EHH) in despair went and threw himself into the
sea. Just as he was drowing, however, a sea-monster (an ao H§or

“Kraken” ) raised him on his back to the surface, and ascending
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to Heaven he became arbiter of the destinies of men of letters. His
abode was said to be the star K' ueiZs (the stellar “mansion”
of Andromneda and Pisces ) . Scholars soon bagan to worship and
sacrifice to K’ ueiZsas the god of literature. E.T.C. Werner “A
Dictionary Of Chinese Mythology “The Julian Press, Ine. New York
1961. p555-556.
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