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Abstract

The beginning is miraculous, since “a genuine beginning, as a leap,
is always a head start, in which everything to come is already leaped over,
even if as something disguised. The beginning already contains the end
latent within itself”. As the possibility of being of “quality”, the
beginning implies and comprehends the “being” of later beginnings. That
is why that, firstly and ultimately, all studies essentially have to finally
“cite” or “review” the beginning of things in order to approach or even
enter “things themselves”.

Han-Wei-Jin is the period in which the Taoist religion begins. The
constitutive factors of Taoist Religion, especially the “Immortality belief”
as its core or essence, had been founded, constructed, oriented and
formed. Having experienced the founding of “belief in immorality” of
“The Comment of He Shang Gong in Lao Zi chapter”, the expanding of
“belief in Tai-Ping-Qi” of “Tai Ping Sutra”, the technical-positive
orientation of the “belief in personal gods” of “the intention of making
pills of immortality” in “Zhou Yi Can Tong Qi”, the birth of a kind of
religious personality in “the commandment” of “lLao Zi Fancy Ideas”, the
continuous forming and constructing of the forms of religious beliefs in
“Bao Pu Zi” and “Immortality Biography”, the belief in personal gods, as
a mode of being, finally cast off the historical shell of “fantasy” and
“superstition” formed from Emperor Qin to Emperor Wu., As a result,
this kind of belief cultivated and shaped itself into a peculiar form of
religious-theologian belief, which has been a Taoist mode of being in belief
unusual in all forms of world religions.

“

This dissertation is titled as “phenomenonological” because it avoids
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“restating” the “earlier Taoist classics” in the period of Han-Wei-Jin by
using a system of ready-at-hand concepts, categories or even
methodology. Phenomenology in its true sense, is composed neither of
any given concepts and categories, nor of any ready-at-hand methodology
of operation. Rather, phenomenology is nothing but “to the things
themselves”, that is, to the things themselves directly given in the
perspective of pervading and surging.

This dissertation argues that “Immortality Idea” and “Immortality
belief ” is a distinct perspective of being for human existence, while
“personal gods” as a belief is but a characteristic mode of being released of
from human beings as capable beings. In other words, this belief is a
mode of revival that approaches Being in a specific way of existence.
Through the intensive reading of some earlier Taoist classics, the author
holds that, generally speaking, belief in personal gods as the beginning of
Taoist Religion in the Han-Wei-Jin Period had experienced a brewing and
forming transition of history from person of belief through person of
religion to person of theology.

Those so-called earlier Taoist classics, such as The Comment of He
Shang Gong in Lao Zi chapter, Tai Ping Sutra, Zhou Yi Can Tong Qi.
Lao Zi Fancy Ideas, Bao Pu Zi, are essentially existent-assembling “road
signs” of Taoism as a peculiar way of religious being that had begun and
formed itself in history. Thus, as the intensive “phenomenological
interpretation” of belief in personal gods of Han-Wei-Jing Period, this
dissertation tries to “review the beginning” to its very origin. In other
words, this dissertation will let the belief in personal gods as road signs of
the beginning re-reveal itself in the true depth of “Being” within the
phenomenological perspective of elasticity of “to things themselves”.

I therefore hold that the innovation of this dissertation lies in the “re-
revealing” from the phenomenological perspective:

The Comment of He Shang Gong in Lao Zi chapter in the atmosphere
ofHuang-Lao School of later Han, by its interpretation and development
of the book of Lao-Zi, directly elevated the “Tao of Immortality” to the

“Invariable Tao”. This was the first time for the Chinese tradition of Tao
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to systematically opened the dimension of belief for existence, so as to
have made the true foundation of belief for the comprehensive rising of
Taoism as the local religion of China as well as for the worship of Tao as
belief in personal gods. Seen from its appearance, The Comment of He
Shang Gong in Lao Zi chapter is but an “interpretation” of the Taoist
classic Lao-Zi , its academic position seems attached to Lao-Zi. From the
dimension of “faith” and “Taoist Religion”, however, The Comment of
He Shang Gong in Lao Zi chapter embraces totally independent value. The
reason is that what have really influenced and shaped us from time to time
is not the metaphysical “Tao-1.i” in Lao-Zi, but the keen and unadorned
“belief in personal god” aiming at “immortality” that surged generation
after generation in our land.

Tai Ping Sutra, composed like a “heavenly book”, is incisive of its
speech concerning Heaven, Earth and Men, as well as Yuan-Qi, Wu-Xin,
politics, economics, family, goodness and badness, witchery, spirits and
ghosts, and had become a road-sign classic that fully developed the belief
in personal gods in the brewing period of Taoism. As one of the earliest
classics of Taoism, the essential value or the existential secret of Tai Ping
Sutra lies in the core of its belief in personal gods— “the Tai-Ping Qi”.
And yet, the “Tai-Ping Qi” is neither material Qi nor spiritual Qi;
Rather, it is the “Qi of belief”, the “Qi of existence” of belief in personal
gods. This Qi of existential belief structuring the whole text of Tai-ping-
jing, is the original domain of belief that continuously reveals and returns
itself in which Tai-Ping-Jing becomes Tai-Ping-Jing. .

Zhou Yi Can Tong Qi had systematically formed the technical-positive
intentionality of Taoist belief in personal gods. The “the intention of
making pills of immortality” mastered by this intentionality deeply
touched or directly constructed and dominated the essential possibilities of
the Taoist belief revealing itself in its existence. The belief in personal
gods re-shaped by Zhou Yi Can Tong Qi contains the meaning that far
transcends that of the technical aspect of “Tao of making pills of
immortality”. In particular, with Confucian orthodox culture being

introduced, the belief itself had been melted into the legitimate and
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orthodox current of the “traditional culture” of China, and had become the
given mode itself for the peculiar “religious belief” in the culture. The
technical-positive intentionality of “the intention of making pills of
immortality” in Zhou Yi Can Tong Qi had indeed opened a path to the
worldly “legitimacy”  (the positive) for belief in personal gods full of
dimness, mysteries, fineness and subtleness so as to have made that belief
as a way of existence specific and pragmatic on the one hand; and yet, on
the other hand, it is because of the technical quality of this belief that
strictly limited the intensive unrolling of the whole Taoism—the
theological form included—as “belief itself”.

Lao Zi Fancy Ideas marked a epochal “incident” in the raising period
of Taoist religion, because it had been the road sign of “the existence of
Taoist religion”. As the directly given doctrine in Wu-Dou-Mi Taoist life
of religion, Lao Zi Fancy Ideas is essentially “existential” in the sense that
it apparently transcends not only the purely epistemological domain but
also the pure “person in faith”, resulting in true “person of religion” for
the first time. The person of religion in Lao Zi Fancy Ideas mainly
and “ the

commandment” of “Lao Zi Fancy Ideas”. Through the existential

”

manifests itself in its “Tao of Lao Zi Fancy Ideas

construction of “Tao of Lao Zi Fancy Ideas” and “the commandment” of
“Lao Zi Fancy Ideas”, the traditional belief in personal god was no longer
the soft way of belief for individual existence; rather, it had been further
developed into a hard “religious belief” of social existence, in other
words, it had evolved into an organized, ceremonial and institutional way
of living for religious belief.

Bao Pu Zi stood for the first time that the belief in personal gods
presented itself on the level of true “reflection”, and it was a reflective
interpretation and development of that belief on the basis of and from it.
Through its theological justification of the “reality of personal gods” and
theological intentionality of “Tao of Mystery-One”, this belief had won
“theological from” for itself in the strict sense, while the following
Immortality Biography was the first manifestation of assemble for

substantial “ person of theology”. This original and comprehensive
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theological form of Taoist belief in personal gods started by Bao Pu Zi and
Immortality Biography, after having experienced the theological baptism
as such, finally resulted in a dignified “nobility belief in personal gods”,
which as a way of existence, was absorbed into elite society and essentially
agreed by the whole society. And yet, this belief by inheriting the strong
“intentionality of consequences and proofs” started by Zhou Yi Can Tong
Qi, not only had shaped the peculiar character of Taoist theology and its
belief in personal gods among world religions, but also limited the Taoist
theology and its corresponding belief for the deeper development of itself.

It should be noted that, although the “phenomenological horizon” is
always attached to “things themselves”, the dissertation must have some
defects and shortcomings because of the author’ s insufficiency of
knowledge and studies. But if such a dissertation can ignite the
manifestation of “ things themselves” to wus. those defects and
shortcomings could overcome themselves as the mission of a “beginning”.
After all, thinking is the “Way” (Tao), always waiting for being
completed by itself. As a thinker “on the way”, 1 sincerely await for the

arrival of any thinkers who can truly criticize and transcend.
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