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Preface

Vice Minister of Hubei Provincial Culture Ministry, Director of Hubei Provincial Cultural Relics Bureau, Shen Haining

In December 1994, the Mt. Wudang architecture complexes are included into "the World Heritage List" by UNESCO.
Mt. Wudang ancient architecture complexes are rare in the world for their large-scale, the exquisite skills and such onerous
project . Such a huge project is also an extremely rare in the exploitation history of famous mountains. In accordance with
the combination of theocratic regime and the political intention, each construction unit of the whole building system is built in
the optimum of the peak, slope, cliffs and ravine which take advantage of the natural scenery to outline the fairyland that not
only embodies the solemn majesty of the imperial power but also reflects the magic metaphysics of the theocratic. The famous
mountain has created the well-known landscape with the integration of the natural beauty and humanity. Mt. Wudang, known as
"Museum for achievements of Chinese Ancient Architecture",has preserved 53 ancient architectures with 27000 square meters
construction area and 9 construction sites which cover an area of over 200 thousand square meters .

Mt. Wudang ancient architecture groups have kept a wide range of cultural relics among which there are more than 1,400
Taoist josses sculptured in copper, iron, wood and stone that most of them are made before Ming Dynasty. The Taoist josses
in Mt. Wudang are mostly made by the royal family, sculptured by the Taoist priests' alms or presented by Taoist believers,
government officials and pilgrimage groups. These Taoist statues have reached a very high artistic standard with vivid images
that have rich facial expressions, prominent personality and decent clothes. Either the means of artistic expression or the
technology skills, they both have an important impact on the development of China's sculpture art.

Before us. the book Shen Yun ——Wudang Taoist Josses Art own the essence of Wudang Taoist josses with both pictures
and texts excellent which provides valuable information for our further study of Taoist statues on art and casting process in
different periods. Mt. Wudang Taoist josses art is like an exotic flower full bloomed in the garden of Chinese cultural heritage.
Those josses are the crystallization of the wisdom of working people of thousands of years which cohering the working people
pursuit of and yearn for a happy life and containing rich ideological content. We must not only protect those cultural relics but
also continue to deepen their implication of spiritual value, historical value, scientific value and artistic value. In accordance
with the principle of the past serve the present, we should further study on the cultural relics and in-depth excavation to discard
the dross and select the essential that let the nation 's outstanding cultural heritage be well-known to the whole world.

Different places bring up distinct persons which result in various charming culture. Through the ages, with fertile soil and
purified natural scenery, the beautiful, natural-made Mt. Wudang created profound and long-standing Wudang Taoist culture.
As the represent of Wudang Taoist culture, the josses art are worthy of our attention and in-depth study in terms of history and
cultural content. Our mission and responsibility is to protect them effectively and use them rationally on the basis of research
and transmit the Chinese outstanding civilization through which we can put them in a high degree. Currently, Hubei provincial
government put forward the major development strategies to build of eco-cultural tourism circle in western Hubei. We must
firmly grasp this rare opportunity, adhering to the World Cultural Heritage, Mt. Wudang ancient architectural complexes,
as the leading develop group to promote the cultural economy which can make the promotion of local economic and social
development. Let the Wudang Taoist josses art and its contained Chinese civilization broadcast all over the world! This year
coincides with the 60th anniversary of People's Republic of China, this book is just a birthday gift to the PRC of 60.

May, 2009
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Shen Yun

—Wudang Taoist Josses Art

Preface

The celestial Mount Wudang, standing in Chinese hinterland, is known as “the mountain of immortals” for its seventy-
two peaks with its summit Jinding (the Golden Top) just like people submit to their King and its twenty-four gurgling steams
meander through serene valleys. In the Chinese hinterland, Mt. Tai is known for majestic. Mt. E Mei for graceful, Mt. Huang
for odd, Mt. Hua for precipitous. Mt. Yan Dang for its remote. But for Mt. Wudang, it owns all of those features. Its spectacular
natural scenery and its colorful cultural scenery make this world heaven honored as “peerless wonder in time. top fairy
mountain in space.”

Known as the most beautiful mountain under heaven, Mt. Wudang has a very long culture history. Since Eastern Han
Dynasty (25-220), Taoism came into being. there were many Taoists lived in Mt. Wudang. From the Tang Dynasty (618-
907), it has been respected in the successive dynasties of Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing. It flourished in Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644). Emperor Yongle (1403-1424) plan to build Wudang. Over twelve years, Mt. Wudang had 9 palaces, 8 Taoism temples.
36 grottos and 72 peaks on precipitous cliffs under the hard work of three hundred thousand soldiers, civilians and craftsmen.
In the world, that is known as “construct Wudang Architecture in south and build Summer Palace in north™. Ancient people
described these architecture as “a nunnery every five miles and a palace every ten miles™. Emperor Yongle bestowed Mt.
Wudang as “Taihe Mountain™ which has the highest position all over the nation.

During the long history, thanks to the convergence of all cultures, especially palace culture combining folk culture came
into being the unique Wudang Culture. There are countless unique curiosa in the nation with great quantity, high grade and
various textures. Only the Taoist josses preserved have reached more than two thousand which mainly bestowed by the Palace.

To protect those precious cultural relics, under the great importance and concern attached by the national, provincial and
municipal leaders at all levels, our Wudang Special Zone raise funds more than thirty million Yuan to build this high standard
Wudang Museum which began to build in March, 2005. Under three-year hard work, Wudang Museum officially opened free
of charge to visitors at home and abroad on 23, Aprial 2008.

Wudang culture combined with the splendid civilization of Chinese nation. In order to better promote the Wudang Culture,
Wudang Museum work on further research on the collection of cultural relics and the excavation of its cultural connotation that
Shen Yun is one of the achievements.

Wudang Taoist josses are difficult to describe, some are exaggerated or nonobjective, some are kind or dignified, some are
aloof or unrestrained. The joss itself not only emphasizes the freedom of the spirit, but also pursuits the harmony of beauty and
good moral.

Either the benign Emperor Zhen Wu and the Idol of Mennum or the awesome Divine Officials and God Thunder. they
all reflect the believers” belief in hope and pursuit, that is also an emotional exchange between the believers and the artistic
image of God. The art of Wudang josses is also on behalf of the essence of Han national art statues and it is the important part
of Wudang culture and Han national culture. I wish the picture album of Shen Yun just like the national cultural messenger to
spread the Wudang art of josses and Wudang culture all over the world.

By Li Faping
June, 2009, in Mt. Wudang
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Preface

Refer to Taoist joss, people easily think of Taoist immortals. Indeed. those Taoist josses are the material reflects of
Taoist immortals. According to the Chinese Tuoist Dictionary, Taoist joss refers to the statue of Taoist god, modeled in the
royal palace, the imperial ancestral temples, grottoes and so on. for Taoist adherents offering sacrifices. In the initial stages of
Taoism, there is no Taoist joss for sacrificed but only the spirit tablet and mural. In the book Notes about Tuo Te Ching it has
said that the most revered and respected Taoists are secluded. and people only followed their tradition without seeing them. In
another book, in the Mountain Mao, there is a Buddhism Temple and a Taoist Temple, when offering sacrifice, only see statues
in the Buddhism, but no josses in the Taoist. According to many other ancient books, the Taoist began to sacrifice statues in Wei
and Jin ages (220-420). Up to now, there are about ten Taoist josses preserved which have been made between Wei and Jin ages
and Sui Dynasty, mainly carved in stones. At that time, Taoist Josses have been tremendous influenced by Buddhism statues
in technique and style, such as the immortal put their palms together before one. There are even Taoist Josses and Buddhism
statues made together, such as the statue of Buddhism and Taoist made in Shi Guang year of North Wei(424). Taoist joss on the
left and Buddhism statue on the right.

Chinese earlier Taoist josses are well-distributed who often wearing loose Taoist robe with delicate and pretty face. After
the Tang Dynasty, the Taoism has a great development and the mould of joss began to flourish. Based on the faith purpose and
the aesthetics’ idea, Taoist josses form their distinctive painting model, standard criterion and artistic style. Since the different
positions and purposes of the josses, their images and mould requires are distinct. According to the ancient book. different deities
have distinct images, such as the celestial worthy should wear golden or jade crown in yellow cloth with empty-handed. The color,
such as purple, red and green, dark green, shouldn’t appear in the celestial worthy, while the true man shouldn’t have their hair
disheveled, long ear and typhonium but they should have the Taoist classical books in hands. If the people who mould joss aren’t
in accordance with those rules or without respectful, the person will be punished by the immortal and suffer paintings. The josses
are made in different materials as what there is. usually the josses are carved in wood, inscripted in stone, and mounded in clay.

Taoism not only takes the joss as their sacrifice but also links the process of making joss with the faith of Taoism. Take
the wood sculpture as an example, after selected the best wood. they will fix a fine moment in a auspicious day to hold a
beginning rite needing burning incense, recounting the Taoist classical books and putting things like ancient books and records.
the five cereals (rice, two kinds of millet, wheat and beans), material medica. bronze mirror, gold, sliver and Jewellery into the
statue which could let the Taoist deities” spirit come to the making statue. After the finish making the statue, there will be a rite
meaning the finishing touch added to the eye of the joss. Only undergo such a series of religion rite, the statue can become the
Jjoss of the deities.

The Taoist joss not only possesses the Chinese traditional artistic style but also has its own unique style. On the one
hand, the Taoism advocate renounce the world, meantime it lay stress on worldly life, that is the Taoism seek free from the
worldly affairs also need the purify world life. Thus for the joss, it is display to people not only the mystical abstruse, dignified,
respectful and congenial but also permeate the flavour of mortal life which make people feel cordial and kind. Besides, the
Taoism is a poly-gold, the josses are polymorphic and their images are varied.

The Taoist josses preserved in Mountain Wudang are also manifold. According to the annals, stone inscription and steles
handed down, we can easily find that the Ming Dynasty give a high position to Wudang Taoist rites that the Josses bestowed by
the emperor have tens of thousands of , not to mention bestowed by the princes, dukes and ministers and donated by the Taoist
devotees.

Those josses, which are unique in the country for great quantity, high grade and various textures. are made in different
period with various materials, from Tang, Song and Yuan Dynasties to the Republic of China and made in gold, sliver, iron,
bronze, jade, stone. brick, wood, clay and paper. But for some reasons, such as historical changes and war, it’s a pity that there
are only nearly two thousand Taoist josses preserved in Mt. Wudang,

Among Wudang Taoist josses preserved, they are mainly about the God Zhen Wu in different ages with different materials.
He has different dresses, models and bearings. In the whole nation, Mt. Wudang is the only place for various types, high-rank
casting technique and rich historical information.
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Wudang Taoist josses play an important role for us to research on the religion, smelting technique, dresses and decorate
at that time. The ancients leave us the precious heritages which have wonderful workmanship and inconceivable thrilling that
demonstrate our ancestors’ thirst for knowledge and art. The art of Taoist joss is the essence statue art of the Han nationality. In
a sense, the history of the Taoist art is also the history of Chinese nation’s plastic art. On the one hand, the Taoist josses absorb
the Chinese traditional model art which enhanced the Taoism. On the other hand, as the propagation of the Taoism, people rich
the traditional plastic art and promote the development of the traditional plastic art. The development of the Taoist art has a
close link with Chinese cultural development. The Taoist statue art developed from boorish to exquisite, from sacred to secular
reflecting the development of Chinese culture.

This book 1s mainly pictures. We choose 120 josses from the collection of Wudang Museum displaying the joss itself from
distinct aspects hoping to provide the experts, colleagues and every reader the directly perceived, full and accurate data and
also play a role in further research on Wudang Taoist joss.
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