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Daoism and Daoist Music in Shanghai

Daoist music is eulogized as celestial music. In Shanghai, Daoist Music cannot exist without Daoist ceremonies. Daoist
ceremonial music in Shanghai can be classified into two schools: the East and the West school. The East school is active
in regions cast of the Huangpu River, including Pudong, Nanhui, Fengxian and Jinshan. The West school prevails in the

urban areas, Jiading, Qingpu, Minhang and Songjiang.
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Performances and Genres of Daoist Music in Shanghai

With flexible, diversified forms of combination, Daoist music in Shanghai can be played for three major ceremonial
occasions: (1) reciting seriptures at dawn and dusk, (2) praying for the dead and donating food to the poor, a most
common oceasion, and (3) praying for blessing and casting spells to avert disasters. Daoist music in Shanghai can be
divided into two genres of instrumental and vocal music. It is deemed string and wind music of South China (jiangnan
sizhu) played for religious purposes due to the stylistic similarity between them. Major Daoist musical instruments are
as follows: wooden fish block, suona trumpet, sheng (mouth reed organ), dizi (transverse flute), erhu, naobo (medium
cymbals), drum, paiban (clapper made of several flat pieces of wood), dizhong bell, yingin (inverted small bell affixed
to the end of a thin wooden handle). Such a wide range of instruments, with the help of Daoist ritual objects, are played

together to create a celestial atmosphere.
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Noumenon Form and Cultural Implications

Just as Wudang Daoism is famous for its T'ai Chi Ch'uan (Chinese shadow boxing), Shanghai Daoism attracts worldwide
attention to its Taoist music. Music art is often referred to as a goddess. “The divine world must be a reflection of the
mortal one.” Additionally, to a greater extent, music art is a reflection of an idealized social structure, in which humans
worship gods with rites and get protection in return. We need to draw comparisons between the religiousness of Shanghai
Daoist music and its artistic quality and then make an analysis. Only by doing so can we have a better understanding of

Daoist music and its traditional culture and religious implications.
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DAOIST MUSIC IN SHANGHAT
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Daoist Music in Shanghai and Traditional Art

In Shanghai, the development of Daoist music has close ties with other genres of popular traditional music there, such
as Kunqu opera, string and wind music of South China, and court music. In contemporary society, Daoist music seems
further away from real life, for it is only played for Daoist rites in temples. Actually, it is very close to us like air and

beneficial to us.
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Protection and Inheritance of Daoist Music in Shanghai

Confucius said, “A man can enlarge his Way, but there is no way that can enlarge a man.” The inheritance and
development of Daoist music involves perseverant efforts of Daoist followers from generation to generation. Chen
Liansheng, Ji Hongzhong, and Shi Jitong are among the leading inheritors. In recent years, there has been a bold push

for innovations on the basis of sorting and protection work, and so the ancient Daoist music has taken on a new look.
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Entities and Results of Inheritance

Since the 1980s, the collecting and sorting of and theoretical research on Daoist music in Shanghai has been taking the
lead across the country, whose results, however, are out of proportion to the fact that the metropolitan Shanghai enjoys
highly rapid economic and cultural development. May there be a multitude of talents and a proliferation of new research

results of Daoist music in Shanghai.
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