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Fig. 1 “Chung K'uei Hunting”
Traditionally attributed to Ku Hung-chung (fl1. late 10th c.).
Five Dynasties (Southern T'ang)

Handscroll. ink and colors on paper. 28.7 X 372.1 ¢m
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Fig. | “Chung K'uei Hunting”
Traditionally attributed 1o Ku Hung-chung (fl. late 10th ¢.),

Five Dynasties (Southern T'ang)
Handscroll, ink and colors on paper, 28.7 X 372.1 cm
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Detail from Fig. 1
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' Detail from Fig. 1
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Detail from Fig. |
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' Detail from Fig. |
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Fig. 2 “Chung K'uei Escorting His Sister in Marriage”
Traditionally attributed to Su Han-ch'en (fl. 12th c.), Sung Dynasty

Handscroll, ink and colors on silk, 28.1 X463.4cm
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Fig. 2 “Chung K'uei Escorting His Sister in Marriage”

Traditionally attributed to Su Han-ch'en (f1. 12th ¢.), Sung Dynasty

Handscroll, ink and colors on silk. 28.1 X463.4cm
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Detail from Fig. 2
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Detail from Fig. 2
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Detail from Fig. 2
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Detail from Fig. 2
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Fig. 3 “Children's Puppet Theater”
Traditionally attributed to an anonymous artist, Sung Dynasty (960-1279)

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on silk, 120.3X77.2 cm
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Fig. 4 “Advanced-scholar Chung Moving”
Traditionally attributed to Kung K'ai (1222-1307), Sung Dynasty

Handscroll, ink and colors on paper, 28.2X332.6 cm
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Detail from Fig. 4
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' Detail from Fig. 4
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[l 1.
Fig. 5

M oor TREE fEdkek €
“Chung K'uei Escorting His Sister's Wedding Procession”
Traditionally attributed to Wang Chen-p'eng (f1. ca. 1310-1350), Yiian Dynasty

Handscroll, ink on paper. 28.2X297.1 ¢m
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Detail from Fig. 5
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Detail from Fig. §
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Fig. 6 “Chung K'uei in a Wintry Forest”
Traditionally attributed to Ch'en Lin (ca. 1260-1320), Yian Dynasty
Hanging scroll, ink and light colors on paper, 56.4 X28.8 cm
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Fig. 7 “Children Playing in Summer”

Traditionally attributed to an anonymous artist,
Yiian Dynasty (1279-1368)

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on silk, 126.6X60.9 ¢cm
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Fig. 8 “Beautiful Scenery on the Double Fifth”
Traditionally attributed to an anonymous artist, Yiian Dynasty (1279-1368)

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on silk, 108.2X63.5 cm
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Fig.9 “Chung K'uei in a Wintry Grove”
Wen Cheng-ming (1470-1559), Ming Dynasty

Hanging scroll. ink and light colors on paper. 69.6 X42.5 cm
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Fig. 10 “Chung K'uei in a Cold Forest”
Traditionally attributed to Li Shih-ta (fl. 16-17th ¢.), Ming Dynasty

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on silk, 104.9X57.5 cm
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Fig. 11~ “Chung K'uei on the Double Fifth”
Ch'ien Ku (1508-1578). Ming Dynasty

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on paper. 131 X31.6 cm
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Fig. 12 “Shooting at a Goblin”

Anonymous

Album leaf. ink and colors on silk. 36.2<36.1 ¢cm
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Detial from Fig. 12
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“Auspicious Portrait of Chung K'uei”
Traditionally attributed to an anonymous artist, Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)

{8

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on paper, 96.4 X 53.7 cm
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Fig. 14 “Auspicious Omen”
Anonymous

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on silk, 128.2X49.3 ¢m
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Fig. 15a “Chung K'uei Kicking a Ball”
Anonymous
Album leaf. ink on silk. 18.4X19.7 ¢cm
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Fig. 15b "Chung K'uei Playing Ball”
Anonymous

Album leaf, ink on silk, 18.4X19.7 ¢cm
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Fig. 16  “"Chung K'uei”

Emperor Shih-tzu (1638-1661), Ch'ing Dynasty

Hanging scroll. ink on paper, 132.4X63.6 cm
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Fig. 17 "Chung K'uei on a New Year's Day”
Chang Chung-hsiich, Ch'ing Dynasty (1644-1911)

Hanging scroll, ink on paper, 127.5X63.5 cm
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Fig. 18 “Child Playing with a Puppet”
Ch'en Tzu (1634-after 1713). Ch'ing Dynasty

Album leaf, ink and colors on silk, 26.5X30.4 ¢m
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Fig. 19 “Chung K'uei Looking for Plum Blossoms™
Chin T'ing-piao (fl. 18th ¢.), Ch'ing Dynasty

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on paper, 154.6X78.9 ¢cm
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Fig. 20 "Advanced-scholar Chung”
Ku Luo (1763-after 1837). Ch'ing Dynasty

Hanging scroll. ink and colors on paper, 98.5>39.7 em
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Fig. 21

i Ween  FHEEE Wl
“Chung K'uei on the Double Fifth”
Hua Yen (1682-1752), Ch'ing Dynasty

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on paper, 131.5X63.7 cm
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Fig. 22

i s fEAE i
“Blessed Arrival”
Li Shih-chuo (?-1770), Ch'ing Dynasty

Album leaf, ink on paper, 25.9 X 15.6 cm
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Detail
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Detail
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Fig

Y
=

23 “Wedding Procession of Chung K'uei's Sister”
P'u Ju (1896-1963), Republican Period

Hanging scroll, ink and colors on paper, 147 X 88 cm
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Fig. 24 “Chung K'uei in Red Ink”
P'u Ju (1896-1963). Republican Period

Hanging scroll, ink and color on paper. 86.2X42 c¢cm
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In order that all may enjoy and appreciate these delightful works of art
in greater detail, enlarged transparencies and photographs have been
prepared for display. In doing so, one can understand the many facets of
Chung K'uei from this exhibition and witness how artists through the ages
gradually developed on old themes to create new and innovative ones. It is

hoped that their creative attempts may thus be appreciated by all.
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“Blessings for the New Year—A Special Exhibition of Paintings of Chung
K’uei” includes 24 works from the collection of the National Palace Museum
to celebrate the arrival of the Chinese New Year. The subject matter of these
paintings chosen from throughout the ages includes illustrations of hunting
and moving, such as “Chung K'uei Hunting,” traditionally attributed to Ku
Hung-chung of the Southern T'ang, “Advanced-scholar Chung Moving,”
traditionally attributed to Kung K’ai, and the anonymous “Shooting at a
Goblin,” done in the Ming. Paintings narrating the marriage of Chung K'uei’s
sister include “Chung K'uei Escorting His Sister in Marriage,” traditionally
attributed to Su Han-ch’en (fl. 12th c.), and “Chung K'uei Escorting His
Sister’s Wedding Procession,” traditionally attributed to Wang Chen-p’eng (fl.
ca. 1310-1350). Wintry scenes describing Chung K'uei’s travels in the cold
forest are exemplified by “Chung K'uei in a Wintry Grove” by Wen Cheng-
ming and “Chung K'uei in a Cold Forest,” traditionally attributed to Li Shih-ta
(fl. 16-17th c.), both of the Ming. Two Ch'ing dynasty renditions include
“Chung K’uei on a New Year’s Day” by Chang Chung-hslich and “Chung
K'uei Looking for Plum Blossoms” by Chin T'ing-piao (fl. 18th c.).

In addition to these, works representing auspicious omens include the

"

anonymous Ming “Auspicious Portrait of Chung K'uei,” “Blessed Arrival” by
the Ch'ing artist Li Shih-chuo (?-1770), and the anonymous “Auspicious
Omen.” Paintings which illustrate Chung K'uei as a wine-loving scholar, or
enjoying the rowdy company of demons and goblins, include “Chung K'uei
on the Double Fifth” by Hua Yen (1682-1752), “Chung K'uei,” and two
anonymous works on the same theme—"Chung K’uei Kicking a Ball” and
“Chung K’uei Playing Ball,” all of which date from the Ch’ing dynasty. Even
in the two scenes depicting children’s amusements, there is no lack of intrigue,
for Chung K’uei can be seen playing a comic figure in each. In the anonymous

’

Sung attribution, “Children’s Puppet Theater,” and “Child Playing with a
Puppet” by Ch'en Tzu (1634-after 1713) of the Ch’ing, Chung K'uei appears as
a child's puppet. In each representation, he has been accorded a subordinate,
decorative position which simultaneously provides a comical and entertaining

atmosphere.
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In addition to Wu Tao-tzu’s rendition of “Chung K’uei in the Palace”
found in the story of Emperor Ming-huang’s vision, numerous other works
which take Chung K'uei as their subject can be found in the history of Chinese
painting. For example, after the T’ang, the theme of Chung K’'uei was
expanded in the Five Dynasties period (907-960), as seen in such recorded

o

works as Wang Tao-ch’iu’s “Chung K’uei Capturing Demons,” “Chung K'uei’s
Younger Sister” by Chou Wen-chii (fl. 10th c.) and “Chung K"uei Hunting” by
Ku Hung-chung (fl. late 10th c.). In the Sung dynasty (960-1279), many
painters skilled at figural subjects, such as Shih K’o (fl. mid-10th c.), Li Kung-
lin (ca. 1041-1106), Ma Ho-chih (fl. mid-12th c.), Ma Lin (fl. ca. 1195-1264),
Liang K’ai (fl. early 13th c.), and Kung K'ai (1222-1307), reportedly did their
best to portray—in a great display of color and form—the marvelous images
of the devil-exorcising immortal, Chung K’uei, who became increasingly

imbued with the individual talents of these artists in the process.

In the following Yiian (1279-1368), Ming (1368-1644), and Ch’ing (1644-
1911) dynasties, the representations of Chung K'uei steadily departed from the
confining image of “dispeller of evil and harbinger of blessings” associated
with religious and beliefs. Instead, the trend among artists was toward more
expressive forms of appreciation for the figure. Literati artists, for example,
began to represent Chung K'uei with great fervor in a variety of new ways,
attempting to convey the lofty aspirations contained within their own hearts.
For example, in the works of such artists as Wen Cheng-ming (1470-1559),
Ch’ien Ku (1508-1572), Ku Luo (1763-after 1837) and Hua Yen (1682-1762), the
composition and style for representing Chung K’uei became increasingly
simple and the colors lighter and less intense. In the process, Chung K'uei was
transformed from the fierce and repulsive figure seen in previous dynasties to
one of a gentle, scholarly, and more refined figure. Nonetheless, in these
versions, he is still shown as a down-and-out, unemployed man of letters who
abandons himself to the enjoyment and appreciation of nature’s grandeur.
Scholar-artists, by doing so, perhaps saw something of themselves in Chung
K'uei and used their skills at visualization to give expression to their own

ambitions and /or frustrations.
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Blessings for the New Year
A Special Exhibition of Paintings of Chung K’uei

The personage of Chung K'uei is actually not recorded in the standard
histories of China. Rather, the origins for Chung K’uei are rooted in the
legends of Chinese folk beliefs. These early tales, which became the focus of
attention for successive generations of artists, rendered the figure of Chung
K’uei into a colorful, legendary hero that has become familiar to practically

every Chinese household.

In the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), Ch’en Yao-wen chronicled the
following tale in his T'ien-chung chi (Record of the Heavens), in which he quotes
from T ang i-shih (Unofficial History of the T'ang);

When Emperor Ming-huang of the T'ang (r. 712-756) was suffering
from malaria, a large demon wearing a tattered cap, a long blue
scholar’s robe, an official belt, and boots appeared in his dream.
The demon presented himself as the advanced scholar Chung
K’uei from Chung-nan. He told the emperor that he had sat for the
degree examination, but did not pass. In despair, he dashed himself
against the terrace steps, upon which he died. When the emperor
awoke from this dream, he was miracurously cured of the disease.
He immediately summoned the renowned court artist Wu Tao-tzu
(fl. ca. 712-775) to capture the likeness of this strange vision with
brush and ink. The legend of Chung K'uei the Demon Queller was
thus born and subsequently transmitted and embellished over the
centuries. At that time, however, it had already become customary
at the end of the year for artists in the Han-lin Academy to submit
paintings of Chung K'uei to the emperor, who would bestow them
upon worthy officials. Later, among common folk, it was the
practice to post pictures of Chung K'uei on front doors as
auspicious signs for the New Year.

In the Northern Sung, Shen Kua (1030-1094) recorded events similar to those
above in his Meng-hsi pi-t'an; pu pi-t'an (Additional Remarks to Jottings from
Meng-hsi). And aside from this evidence regarding Chung K'uei, one finds a
short entry for “Chung K’uei; the name of a deity” in Cli"ich yiin, a rhyme book
for the T"ang emperor Chung-tsung (r. 684-710). Thus, the practice of depicting

Chung K'uei undoubtedly originated in the High T'ang.
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